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Land Acknowledgment

We, COLEGAS, begin this webinar by acknowledging our 
presence on the traditional, ancestral, and unceded 
territories of indigenous peoples throughout the state of 
California. 

We pay our respects to the ancestors, elders, and our 
relations past, present, and emerging of the lands from 
where we all gather today. 

We thank the UCLA American Indian Studies Center for 
providing this land acknowledgment model, and we 
encourage everyone joining us to continue to learn about 
the traditional land caretakers where your college is 
located and work to be in good relation with them.



Serving & Supporting CA Latinx's College Students 
Through the Pandemic

Today’s Goal(s)/ Purpose:

● Overview of Turning on a Dime Research

● Learn about emerging practices to serve and support 
Latinx students

● Examine systemic and structural challenges

● Listen to recommendations by Latinx leaders for 
Latinx students



COLEGAS is comprised of Latinx professionals who, through intentional advocacy and
coalition building, lead and influence transformative systemic change within the California
Community College system. We seek to foster and empower Latinx professionals through
mentorship, networking, and professional development to ascend and assume leadership
roles at the highest influential levels to eradicate systems of oppression to provide
opportunities and close the equity gap for Latinx students in higher education.

MISSION

Michelle Batista
COLEGAS 
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Emilia Garcia was born in Los Angeles, California. Her journey began in her grandparents
ranch in Piru, CA. In 1996, it was her grandfather’s death that drove her to leave the
corporate world and immerse herself in artwork. As a Chicana, Emilia published a line of
greeting cards focused on the beauty and culture of her indigenous roots. The Colegas
Webinar features her art piece “Corazon de La Naturaleza.” You can find her artwork at
www.burnttortilla.com

Emilia Garcia
Artist 

http://www.burnttortilla.com


Turning on a Dime
California Community College Transformation in Response to Covid-19 
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Moderator

Cecilia Rios-Aguilar
Associate Dean for Equity & Inclusion
UCLA Graduate School of Education & 
Information Studies



Panelists for today
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Sandra Genera
Puente Project Counselor 
and Coordinator
Chabot College

Martin Ramirez
HSI Leadership Network
Director of STEM Equity & Success 
Initiative
Sacramento City College

Luis Sanchez, JD
President
Oxnard College



Q&A
Please let us know your questions using the 

Q&A function.



Turning on a Dime
California Community College Transformation in Response to COVID-19

“Im finding myself switching to a mindset of 
looking for the opportunities in the midst of the 
other challenges.  What does disruption look like 
right now for our institutions?  How can we move 
forward with this agenda of completion, equity, 
and success in the face of this environment?”

Edward Bush, President, Consumnes River 
College

“Student were already housing and food insecure 
before.  We’ve now just exacerbated these things, 
and there’s the fact that these folks have families 
who have lost jobs, too.”

Tammeil Gilkerson, Former President, Laney College 
(Now President of Evergreen Valley College)

“We developed a web page called ‘Ceritos Cares’...where 
the students can find information about all the services 
that we offer and make emergency requests for anything, 
all the way from laptops to help with rent.”

Jose Fierro, President/Superintendent, Cerritos College



What are emerging practices in serving Latinx 
students in Shelter in Place?



What are systemic and structural challenges 
that need to be addressed in order to best 
serve Latinx students?



What recommendations do you have for 
California Community Colleges as we continue 
in SIP?  
What are some immediate takeaways for the 
group?



Q&A
Please let us know your questions using the 

Q&A function.



Special Guest Closing Speaker
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Deborah A. Santiago
Chief Executive Officer
Excelencia in Education



Where do I access this recording?

California Community Colleges faculty, staff, and administrators will 
find resources and information within the Vision Resource Center, 
including the recording of this webinar. Log in at 
visionresourcecenter.cccco.edu/login. 

After logging in, under the “Communities” menu, visit “All 
Communities” and look for “CCC | Webinars, Conferences, and 
Events.” Select the community and then click “Join Community” to 
access the content within the “COLEGAS Latinx Student Success 
Webinar Series” topic.
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http://visionresourcecenter.cccco.edu/login


Career Ladders Project promotes equity-minded community college redesign. CLP collaborates with
community colleges and their partners to build capacity for equity-minded redesign. We research,
demonstrate, and elevate promising practices. And, based on our work, we offer policy recommendations
to help advance student-centered reform.

MISSION



cccolegas.org
connect@cccolegas.org

@cccolegas

THANK YOU for joining us!

We hope to see you next time:

Sep. 17th from 2:30 pm to 4pm
New Scholar Perspective: Women of Color in the 

Workplace

http://www.cccolegas.org

